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* pate: (October 20, 1987
F&rTNor: Consular Section -- Larry D Huffman W K

susuEcT: Memorandum of conversation: Oct. 19, 1987, Emilio Zambrano W. concerning
the disappearance of Boris Weisfeillor Chile Project (#5199900030) -
U.S. Departrent of State

To: Chargé -- George F, Jones Rel Exci D
THROUGH: Consular Section -- William H. Barkell elease. cse_____veny____
‘ Declassify‘In Part InFul__x
SUMMARY: Zambrano, in mid-1986 while head §¥ﬂ8§P?qg?13ﬁﬁﬁﬁrmﬁTﬁt”ﬁ@g@ggEg@m‘ -

an investigation of Weisfeillor's disappearance. The investigation Was quite
perfinctoryy and he said that his men found ng trace even of anyone who claimed
to have seen Weisfeillor. Zambrano dismissed the idea that the (olonia
Dignidad was involved in the disappearance, and said that his men had not —
= interviewed anyone from there. Zambrano said that the U.S. Embassy hadfﬁgg>if

=

asked particularly for a copy of the original Teport done by @ Carabinero .

qz ,/f’%;;;p ‘Sérgant in Parral, and presumably in fﬁégfiles of the Linares Carabinero
office, which has jurisdiction over Parral. Zambrano said that he would be

’ glad to advise the Embassy on strategy and procedure to get information from
the Carabineros. Zambrano was quite apprehensive about the interview, failing
to return to'his office for our first meeting, postponing the second, and
during the third asking me not to take notes and stating that he would deny
having talked to me if asked about the meeting by government officials or
the press. END SUMMARY

Zambranc failed to return to his office on the afternoon of October 8, when

™ we first had decided to meet. I left after 45 minutes. -Having set up another
meeting for mid-day of October 16th, I called his office and learned that he
wasn't returning from Vina del Mar that day. When I finally ran him to ground
on October 19th, he opened the discussion by stating that the interview was
off the record, and that he would deny having talked to me if asked about the
meeting by some third person. When I started to take notes, he asked me to

desist.

During the interview, Zambrano was quite voluble, but gave me almost no
information. The only new item was the fact that 0S-7 had been orderad to
conduct an investigation into the disappearance in mid-1986, .
\
This investigation, going by Zambrano's description, was incredibly

€t Zambrano said that he had only four teams of investigators in
0S-77at the time, and that he had had over 200 investigations to do. He
sent a team to the Linares area to do several of these, and they spent a
day or so looking into Weisfeillor's mystery. Zambrano mentioned only
interviews in Parral--apparently the investigators only interviewed people
in that town. They were ™unabie" to find anyone who even claimed to have
seen Weisfelllor, and in particular did not interview the shepard who had
claimed to have spent the night in camp with him, When I pressed Zambrano
on this, he talked quite rapidly and left the impression that he doubted
the existance of such a shepard. He also went on at considerable length
about how there was no real evidence that Weisfeillor had ever even been in
the area--that someone else might have brought in the backpack and dumped it

by the stream, etc.
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The 05-7 team did not even.attempt to interview the Carabineros who had
‘been at the reten on the Muble af the time of the disappearance-=they
talked to the ones who were there in mid-1986! When I asked if they had
tried to see the original Carabinercs; Zambranc said that they would have
had to have been called in from there various posts around the country, and
that "there wasn't time.™

When I asked if Colonia Dignidad had had anything to do with the
disappearance, he dismissed the possibility out of hand, saying that

the Colonia was "'far away,' and stating that he had been posted to

Linares years ago, knew all about the Colonia, and that they couldn't have
had anything to do with Weisfeillor. COMMENT: I got_the impression that he
didn't want to talk about the Colonia. END COMMENT )

Zambrano said that the U.S. Embassy had not asked the Carabineros the right
questions about the Weisfeillor case, and that we should ask the Carabineros
for a copy of the Parral sergant’s report, which he said should be on file
in Linares, as that Carabinero base had Supervisory responsibility over
arral. He offered to guide us in the hest procedures to use to get the
information., COMMENT: The inference is clear: wmless we specify where to look
for a paTrticular document, the Carabineros won'’t volunteer the information
on their own. The Embassy has to lead them by the hand through their own
crganization. I'm sure that Zambrano did no+ want to convey this impression,
byt did it inadvertently. END COMMENT
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