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. SRy 1Ims CABLE REVIEWS THE CASE OF PROFESSOR =
BORIS WEISFEILER, AN AMERICAN CITIZEN WHO DISADPEARED Iy

HANUARY, 1985, WHILE BACKPACKING IN SOUTH CENTRAL CHIL

AFTER OFFERING A BASIC DESCRIPTION, THE CABLE DISCUSSES

THEE EFFORTS MADE TO LOCATE PROFESSOR WEISFEILER, AS WELL

AS TEE JUDICIAL AND INVESTIGATORY ASPECTS OF THZ CASE.
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INFORMATION QNLY RECENTLY RECEIVED BY TEE EMBASSY WOULD,
{7 CONFIRMED, THROW A WHOLE NEW LIGET ON WEISFEIion'S

DI SAPEEARANCE THIS INFORMATION IS CURRENTLY BEING
- EVALUATED. SEPTEL WILL REPORT FURTHER DEVELOPMINTS.

E MEANTIME, THIS TELEGRAM REMAINS VALID AS A
RT ON LMBASSY ACTIONS TO DATE. END SUMMARY.

IN TH
RZ20R
. BASIC DESCRIPTION OF THE CASE: MR. BORIS WEISFEILER,
NATURALIZED AMERICAN CITIZEN BORN IN TEE SOVIET UNICN,
VD PROFESSOR OF MATHEMATICS AT PENN STATE UNIVERSITY

YRAVELED TO CHILE ON DECEMBER 25, 1984 INTENDING TO -
SPEND SEV ERAL WEEKS IN A SOLITARY BACKPACKING EZXPIDITION
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- THE MOUNTAINS ALONG THE ARG-N*LNZ—CHIL“RN FRONTI:R C .
THE LOS ANGELES-CEILLAN AREA OF CHILE. WEISFZILER HAD -
WRCHASED A ROUND-TRIP TICKET TO RET J“' TO THEZ UNITZ
' gATES AND WAS CARRYING COPIES CF TOPOGRAPHIC MAPS OF
IS SECTION OF CHILE WHICH HE EAD QRTAINED IN THE
PNITED STATES. ACZORDING TO REPORTS FROM FRIENDS AND
. e !"‘h "‘f‘f :F;;‘
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RELRTIVES, WEISFEILER WAS A HIGHLY EXDPERIENCED BACK”ACF“R

AND HAD TAFEN SDLITARY BACKPACTING TRIZS IN SPAIN AND

ALASKA ON PRIVIOUS OCCASIONS. HE ALSO REPORTEDLY MANAGED

TO ESCAPE FROM THE SOVIET UNION IN 1975 BY WALKING OUT
OVERLAND. PROFESSOR WEISFEILER SPOKE LITTLE SPANISH.

4. ACCORDING TO THE TESTIMONY OF TWO HOTEL EMPLOYEES
CONTAINED IN A REPORT DPREPARED BY CHILEAN INVESTIGLTIONS
POLICE, WEISFEILER SPENT THE EVENING OF DECEM3ER 26, 198
IN THE HOTEL MARISCAL ALCAZAR IN THE CHILEAN CITY OF LOS
ANGELES, LOCATED APPROXIMATELY 500 KILOMETERS -TQO THE SouU
OF SANTIAGO. ON JANUARY 3RD,” I'385 AROUND 1730 HOURS,
WEISFEILER WAS REPORTEDLY SEEN IN THE NUBLE CANYON,
LOCATED ABOUT 125 KILOMETERS AS THE CROW FLIES TO THE

NORTHEAST QF THE CITY OF LOS ANGELES, BY A LOC2L QdSID?N

NAMED JOSE ANIBAL LOPEZ BENAVIDES, ALSO KNOWN LOCALLY
AS "CHECO." COMMENT: EXACTLY HOW WEISFEILER TRAVELED

BETWEEN LOS ANGELES AND THE NUBLE CANYON, ASSUMING EE IN

FACT DID SPEND THE NIGHT IN LOS ANGELES, IS UNCLEAR.
SEVERAL ‘POTENTIAL ROUTES ARE AVAILABLE, ONE OF WHICH
INVOLVES CROSSING THE CHILEAN-ARGENTINZ FRONTIER. EACH
POTENTIAL ROUTE, HOWEVER, WOULD DRESENT DIFFICULTIES EVE
FOR AN EXPERIENCED BACKPACKER. END COMMENT.

5. ACCORDING TO THE TESTIMONY OF JOSE LOPEZ, WEISFEILER
AND HE - CONVERSED THROUGH SIGN LANGUAGE AND USING
JEISFEILER’S MINIMAL SPANISE CAPABILITIES, SEARED FOOD,
1ON“IDENTIAL
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AND SPENT THE NIGHT TOGETHER ALONG WITH A THIRD DERSON
WHO IS A SHEEPHERDER IN THE AREA. WEISFEILER SHOWED
LOPEZ VARIOUS ITEMS-INDICATING THAT HE WAS AN AMERICAN,

- AND OFFERED HIM A SMALL AMOUNT OF AMERICAN MONEY, WHICH

' LOPEZ STATED HE REFUSED WHEN HE NOTICED THAT WEISFEILER
HAS CARRYING LITTLE MONEY. ON THE MORNING OF JANUARY 4

A30UT 0900 HOURS, LOPEZZ AND -THE SHEEPHERDER, BY SOME

‘4 CCOUNTS HELPED WEISFEILER CROSS FROM THE SOUTH TO THE

. MORTH BANK OF THE NUBLE RIVER BY HORSEBACX AT A LOCATION
KNOWN AS "VALLE HEIRMOSO." COMMENT: BECAUSE OF THE

YWRNS IN THE NUBLE RIVER, WE HAVE USED THEZ CONVENTION OF
IFERRING TO THE LEFT BANK OF TEE RIVER AS SOUTH, AND THE
IGET BANK AS NORTH,AS VIEWED LOOKING DOWNSTREAM .ENDCOMME
LOPEZ STATED THAT HE TRIED TO INDICATE TO WEISFEILER

THE LOCATION OF A CARLEWAY NORMALLY USED TO CEOSS TEE

LGS SAUCES TRIBUTARY OF TEZ NUBLE RIVER, WHICE EE WOULD

' \VE TO CROSS IF HE TRAVELLED DOWNSTREAM ATONG THZ NORTH

NKX VIA A PATH ON TEE NORTH BANK OF TEE NUBLE. THIS

.TH IS THE MAIN ONE USED TO ARRIVE AT SAN FABIAN DE
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ALICO; FROM WHERE WZISFEILER HOPED T CATCH A RETURN 3US
TO SANTIAGO, ACCORDING TO THE TESTIMONY OF JOSE LOP=ZZ. -

6. " LUIS ALBERTO LOPZZ B., THE BROTHEER OF JOSE LODPEZ

LATER TESTIFIED THAT ABOUT 1700 EOURS ON THE SAME DAY
OF JANUARY 4, 1985, HE ORSERVED AN INDIVIDUAL DRESSED IN 4
MILITARY-TYPE CLOTHING AND WEARING A BACKPACK WHO DASSE

IN FRONT OF HIS HOUSE GOING IN THE-DIRECTION OF TEE -

ZL ROBLE CARABINERQD STATION. THE EL ROBLE CARASINTRO

OUTT TED IN THE NUBLE RIVER VALLEY 18 KILOMETE

NORTHWEST (THAT IS, DOWNSTREAM FROM TEE LOCATION WHBRE

WEISFEILER REPORTEDLY CROSSED THE NUBLZ ON HORSEBACK

WITH JOSE LOPEZ AND THE SHEEPHERDER. THE EL ROBLE OUTEO

: :: "'—- Ig f.-..r ,-'"‘.*; R .-
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UBJECT: REVIEW OF.W/W CASE OF BORIS WEISFEILER . ) . .

SRS SITUATED SO AS TO PERMIT CONTROL OF ANYONE ATTEMPTING ;
TO ENTER OR EXIT CHILE BY MZANS OF THE SZVERAL FRONTIER .
ASSES LOCATED IN THE VICINITY. LUIS LOPEZ-TESTIFIED -
THAT SINCE HE THOUGHT THIS PERSON MIGHT BE SOMZONE _
R0SSING THE CHILEAN-ARGENTINE FRONTIER ILLEGALLY,
P ISSIBLY AN "EXTREMIST", AND SINCE HZ HAD ORDERS TO
L EPORT THE PRESENCE OF ALL STRANGERS IN THE ARZA
MEDIATELY TO THE CARAEINEROS, “HE SET OEF ON HORSEBACK
R THE EL ROBLE OUTPOST AND ARRIVED APPROXIMATELY 45 -
-NUTES LATER. LUIS LOPEZ CLAIMS NOT TO HAVE CONVERSED .
‘TH THIS STRANGER, BUT LATER IDENTIFIED EIM AS WEISFEILD .
OM PHOTOGRAPES. LUIS LOPEZ RIPORTED TEE DPRESENCE OF
Z STRANGER TO THE COMMANDER OF THEZ EL ROBLE OUTPOST,
RGEANO 2ND CLASS JORGE COFRE VEIGA. FOLLOWING LODEZ'S
PORT, THE CARABINEROS APPARENTLY SET OFF ON HORSEZBACK
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TO SEARCH FOR THE STRANGER, EVEN THOUGH THE REPORTED

PATH OF WEISFEILER DOWN THE NUBLE RIVER VALLEY SHOULD -
EAVZ TAKEN HIM DIRECTLY PAST TEE CARABINERD QUTPOST.

ACCORDING TO THE TESTIMONY QF SGT. COFRE THE CARABINEROS s
WERS ASSTSTED TN TEEIR cH {TLITARY PATROL FROM |

wGIMnNT BAS?D IN CONCZPCION WHICH HEAPDENZD TO '
CONFIDENTI%L "
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BE IN THE ARdA ON THE DAY CF JANUARY 4, 1%85. LUIS
LOP=EZ IS THE PERSON WEQ REPORT“DLY SAW BORIS

WEZISFEILER. ' =

", THEI CARABINEROS AND ARMY PATROL SEARCHED THE NORTE [
%QNK OF THE NUBLE RIVER AND ITS TRIBUTARY THE LOS SAUCES °
0

OM THEIR OUTPOST TO A POINT SLIGETLY NORTH OF THE
NFLUENCE OF THE TWQ RIVERS WFLRE THE CABLEWAY IS

LOCATED - THE SEARCH PARTY REPO e
FOOTSRINT (S) IN THE AREA EETWEZEN THE CABLEWAY AND THE

VERS' CONFLUENCE. COURT TESTIMONY AND INTERVIEZWS,
WIVER, HAVE PRODUCED DIFFERING ACCOUNTS CONCERNI A
JOOTPRINTS (SEE JUDICIAL SECTION) . DESPITE THE ADDARENT -
PRISENCE OF FOOTPRINTS INDICATING THEAT SOMEONE HAD
APPR0ACHED THE CABLEWAY, THEN DOUBLED BACK TOWARD THE
DNZLUENCE OF THE NUBLE AND LOS SAUCES RIVERS, NO
ZARCH DOWNSTREAM FROM THE CONFLUENCE WAS MADE ON
BNUARY ¢, 1985. THE ASSISTANT ARMY ATTACHE WAS TOLD
T THIS WAS BECAUSE IT uAs ALMOST DARK WHEN THE SEARCH
JARTY RIACHED THE EDGE E RIVER. RATHER, THIS WAS
STPONED UNTIL THE FOLLOWING DAY, JANUARY 5, 1585.
\gazous SOURCES AGREE THAT THE WATERS OF THE LOS SAUCES
NUBLE RIVERS ARE SWIFT FLOWING IN THE PRESUMED AREA
¢F WEISFEILER'S DISAPPEARANCE, AND THAT ON THE BARTICULAR
DAY OF HIS DISAPPEARANCE THE WATER WAS HIGH IN BOTH
qlvvas COMMENT: IT SHOULD ALSO BE NOTED THAT DAY
'NGTH REACHES ITS MAXIMUM DURING THE MONTH OF JANUARY
CHILE. END COMMENT. e w eeee s =

ON JANUARY 14TH OR ISTH, 1985, A BACKPACK LATER
fONFIRMED TO CONTAIN ITEMS EELONGING TO BORIS WEISFEILER
WAS RECOVERED. NEAR THE NUBLE RIVER (DRY OR_WET. NORTE

T

SCUTH EDGEZ DEPENDING ON WEICE ACCOUNT YQU BELIZVE)
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APROXIMATELY 1800 METERS DOWNSTREAM FROM THE CONSLUENCE
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SEE JUDICIAL SECTION). NO 30DY HAS EVER 3EEN FOUND.
WEISFEILER’S PASSPORT AND & :
ATES AR® MISSING IG_WITH APP
A SMALL AMOUNT OF. AMERICAN CURRENCY. EVEN 'rHOU'c:'—r A
CONSULAR UFFICER FIRST VISITED TH“ AREA ON JANUARY 24,
1985, HE APPARENTLY WAS NOT INFORMED OF TEE Rﬂcovwny OF

I'rﬂ'

THE BACKPACK. 1IN ADDITTON THE CEILS
ASSIGNED TO INVE
FINLING OF THE BACKPACK UNTIT TW"

REPO SCOVZRY, THAT IS ON FZBRUARY 3 OR 4TH. ON
r2BRU T, 1985, BORIS WEISFEILER WAS DECLARED

PRESUMED DEAD BY THE COURT OF- SAN FABIAN CHILE. ON - J@a/%!
Lw

gagggmgTH 1985, THE WEISFEILER INQUEST WAS T"M°OKARILY
LOSED IN APRIL, 1985, ALL OF THE CHILEAN CAR

Sz VING AT THE EL ROBLE OUTPOST-CEASED TO SERVE -N

THE AREA

TZE OUTPOST'S COMMANDER, SGT. COFRE VEGA RETIRED, WHILE
THE ‘REMAINING MEMBERS WERE TRANSFEREED TO DOSITIONS IN
VARIOUS PARTS OF CHILE. SOMETIME DURING THE LATTEZR PART
@ 1586, LUIS ALBERTQ LOPEZ, ONE OF THE KEY WITNESSES
ON THE CASE, WAS FOUND DEAD, APPARENTLY HANGING FROM
6NE OF THE CAELES SUPPORIING THE CABLEWAY NORMALLY USED
72 CROSS THE LOS SAUCES IN TH: AREA WHERE BORIS
WEISFEILER ADPARENTLY DISADDEARE THE EXACT DATE

AND CIRCUMSTANCES OF LOPEZ'S DEATH ARE NOT KNOWN TO THE
£YBASSY. ACCORDING TO A CARABINEROS INVESTIGATION, EE
COMMITTED SUITIDE BECAUSE HIS GIRLFRIEND LEFT HIM FOR
@NOTHEER MAN. CARABINEROS CLAIM THEIR SOURCE WAS THE
GIRL'S MOTHER. THE OFFIC

QUTHORITLES HAS BEEN AND REMAINS THAT BORIS WEISFEILER

f"' 1-;..--4-..
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SUBJECT: REVIEW OF W/W CASE OF 30RIS WEZISFEZILER

MOST LIKELY DROWNED WHILE TRYING TO CROSS AT THE CON-
FLUZNCE OF THE NUBLE AND LOS SAUCES RIVEZRS THZ CON- ' aﬁjla”%}
FLUENCE OF THE TWO RIVERS IS LOCATED SOME KILOMETZRS {0 s

AS THE CROW FLIES FROM THE SOUTEERN BOUNDAZY OF T=E
COLONIA DIGNIDAD, A CONTROVERSIAIL PERFECTIONIST RILIGIOUS
COMMUNITY FOUNDED IN THE ZARLY 1960'S BY EMIGRANTS FROM
GERMANY. A NUMBER OF PUBLISHED SOURCES ALLEGE THAT
PEOPLE HAVE BEEN HELD AGAINST THEIR WILL IN THE COLONIA,
AND THAT COLONIA DIGNIDAD WAS USED AS A TORTURE CENTER

By THE GOVERNMENT OF CHILE IN THE PERIOD 1973 1977 a
LOCAL RESIDENT TOLD CONOFF THA E DRESRE HE
OLONIA IN THE INITY TENDS T MAKE THE AP?A ESPECIALLY
=NSITIVE TO THE CHIL VERNMENT

9. THE SEARCH FOR PROFESSOR WEISFEILER: ON JANUARY 21,
{985, GENERAL CLAUDIO CALDERON MORAG OF THE CHILEAN

CARASINEROS NOTIFIED THE EMBASSY OF THE DISAPPEARANCE

IN THE NUBLE CANYON OF A POSSIBLE AMERICAN CITIZEN.

. VICE-CONSUL ARRIVED IN THE AREA(ON JANUARY 24) 1985, '-(:) =

AND REQUESTED THE OPENING OF A JUDICI =ST IN TEE
COURT OF SAN FABI ICO DURING THEIS VISIT. ACCORDING

ONFIDENTI%L
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YO A CARABINERC REPORT OF JUNE 3, 1986, THI EMBASSY WAS
MOTIFIED OF THZ RECOVERY OF WEISFEILZR'S BACKPACK ON
YANUARY 21, 1985. ° CONQFF NOTES ARE NOT CLEAE _
EN_THIS INFORMATION WAS REC A eﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂluzszr TO .

vEZ”i§EE‘WX§‘ﬁiﬁf’§?‘i‘§6ﬁ§ﬁi§§y§§§Ic;R EBRUARY 11-12, @2)
1985, (UPOBY THE DISCOVERY OF A BODY THOUGHT INCORRECTLY
YO BE THAT OF BORIS WEISFEILER. A NUMBER OF SEARCHES -

HAVE BEEN CARRIED OUT BY CHILEANS IN ADDITION TO THOSE .
'MENTIONED ABOVE. TWELVE VOLUNTEER FIRIMEN FROM SAN _ -

FASIAN DE ALICO SEARCHED TEE BANKS OF THE. RIVER NUBLE B

SOME 20 KILOMETERS DOWNSTREZAM FROM ITS CONFLUENCE ON -
-NANUARY 19, 1985. ON FEBRUARY 3RD, 1985 A HELICOPTER

INSPECTION OF THE AREA WAS MADE, AND ON THE 6TH AND 7TH

“oF THE SAME MONTH, NAVY FROGMEN_SEARCEED THE NUBLE RIVER

PAOM ITS CONFLUENCE TO A POINT 3 KILOMETZRS DOWNSTREAM. _

pi THE SAME DATE, THIRTY CARABINZROS SEARCHED BOTH BANKS

QF THE NUELE FROM ITS CONTLUENCE TO AN AREA DOWNSTRIAM -
DOWN AS LAS MERCEDES. FINALLY, ON FEBRUARY 19TH, -

| GHILEAN FIREMEN RETURNED TO THE AREA, INTERVIEWED
]ﬁB;VIDUALS ABOUT THE CASE, AND SHARCH:D TEZ RIVER
LMWKS 'FOR 24 KILOMETERS DOWNSTREAM. TELEXES WERE SENT

o UNCUASSIED ey
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3y CHILEAN AUTHORITIES TO THE CRIMINAL COURTS OF

QUIRIZUE, COILIMU AND CZILLAN TO DETERMINE IF A DIATE

OF ANYONZ FITTING WEISFEILER'S DESCRIPTION HAD BEE

PEPORTED. A STANDIK3 ORDIR WAS ALS0 ISSUED TO REPORT \p
THE APPEARANCE OF ANY UNIDENTIFIED 30DIZS RESEMSLING .
WEISFEILER. A THIRD CONSULAR VISIT TQ THE AREA OF xg!”
DISLPPEAPANCE WAS MADE IN OCTOZER, 18B5> AT THIS POINT, [

2 NUMBER OF WITNZSSES TO TRE CASE WERZ INTZRVIEWED, $®

LS WELL AS THE LOCAL JUDGE ORIGINALLY ASSIGNZD TO THE

CASZ. COMMENT: TEIS TIME THE JUDGZ EAD RETIRED

AND THE CASE HAD BEEN SFERRED TO THE SECOND CRIMINAL

coN"LDENI;aL S

I.-L
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COURT OF SAN CARLOS. END COMMENT. OTHER PERSONS
HAVING INFORMATION PERTINENT TO TEE CASE WERE INTER-
VIEWED IN THE SANTIAGO AREA. - _
T

10. A SERIES OF DIPLOMATIC NOTES HAVEZ BEEN EXCHANGZD ON =
THE WEISFEILER CASE. AFTER THE ORIGINAL NOTIFICATICON

BY LETTER ON JANUARY 21, 19585, AND TEEZ FEBRUARY &TH

DECLARATION BY THE CHILEANS THAT WEISFEILER WAS MISSING

AND PRESUMED DEAD, THE EMBASSY SENT DIPLOMATIC NOTE

#18 EXPRESSING THANKS FOR THE EFFCORTS MADE TO LOCATE

WEISFEILER AND REQUESTING THE CONTINUATION QF SUCH
EFFORTS. WHEN NO REPLY HAD BEEN RECEIVED, THE EMBASSY
SENT DIPLOMATIC NOTE =24 ON APRIL 4, 1985 REQUESTING

A REPLY TO OUR NOTE #18, AS WELL AS SPECIAL EFFORTS

TO LOCATE WEISFEILER. ON APRIL 26, 1385 WE RECEIVED
CHILEAN NOTE #09226 IN REPLY. THIS NOTE INDICATED THE
NATURE OF THE INFORMATION GIVEN CHILEAN AUTHORITIZS

BY INDIVIDUALS IN.THE AREA OF WEISFEILER'S DISAPPEARANCE, o
INCLUDING THE TWO- LOPEZ BROTHERS, AND RECOUNTED THE : :
'VARIOUS SEARCH EFFORTS WHICH HAD BEEN UNDERTAKEN. OUR

NCTE %38 OF MAY 15, 1985 THANKED THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN .

AFFAIRS FOR NOTE £09226, AND INQUIRED AS TO WHAT FUTURE -

EFFORTS WERE ENVISAGED. WHEN NO REPLY WAS RECEIVED, - T

TEE EMBASSY SENT FOLLOW-UP NOTE %68 ON AUGUST 15, 1985 ..
WHICH AGAIN ASXED WHAT ACTIONS HAD BEEN TAKEN SINCE

APRIL, 1985 AND WHAT WAS CONTEMDLATED FOR THE FUTURE.

THIS SECOND NOTE FROM TEE EMBASSY (#68) PRECIPITATED -

TWO RESPONSES FROM THE CHILEAN MINISTRY OF FOREIGN

\FFAIRS. ON SEPTEMBER 17, 1935 WE RECEIVED NOTE %21298 -
WHICh RHI“ERAT:D TEEZ ACTIONS TAKEN IN TEE SEARCH FOR )

‘f:fﬁ";-"
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i d

MR. WEISFEILER AND NOTIFIED US THAT ALL JUDICIAL

PROCEEDINGS HAD BEEN TRANSFERRED TO THE SECOND CRIMINAL D
COURT OF SAN CARLOS, CHILE. ON 7 OCTOSER, 19853, R
WE RECEIVED A SECOND NOTE NUMBERED 22506 WHICH AGAIN

EZITERATED TEE EFFORTS UNDERTAKEN, AND ALSO INCLUDZED A

LIST OF THE PERSONS QUESTIONED BY JUDICIAL AUTHORITIES.

NOTE 22506 STATED THAT THERE HAD BEEN NO NEW DEVELOPMENTS

O e iNG S FRUTS AND CTRCUNSTANCES  SURROUNDING.
87 CONCERNING THE rf STANCES SURRO NG
=ZE CASE. 3, . NERQ GENEZRAL TORRES

T THE CONSUL GENERAL A SIX-PAGE RIPORT ON THE POLICE
NVESTIGATION. ON AUGUST 18, 1986, AMBASSADOR BARNES
wAS GIVEN A COPY OF THE FOREIGN MINISTRY'S FILE ON THE

WEISFEILER CASE DURING A MEETING IN WHICH EE DISCUSSED

{HE CASE WITH CHILEAN MINISTER OF FOREIGN RELATIONS

JAIME DEL VALLE.

{1. . ON AUGUST 26, 1986, THE EMBASSY SENT NOTE 4072

fXPRESSING APPRECIATION FOR RECEIPT OF THE FOREIGN ;
MINISTRY'S FILE, AND POSING SIX SPECIFIC QUESTIONS _
(ONCERNING THE CASE. TEE FOLLOWING AREAS OF INQUIRY N T

-t
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NERE RAISED BY NOTE #072: BY WHOM, WHEN AND WHZRE WAS }

WEISFEILER'S BACKPACK FOUND; WHERE AND WEEN WERE THX :

FOOTPRINTS SEEN, AND BY WHOM; WHAT DID THE BACKZACK
TAIN AT TYE TIME OF ITS FINDING WHICE ALLOWED IT

0 BE IDENTIFIED AS BELONGING TC WEISFEILER; AT WHAT

4IME DID WEISFEILER ARRIVE AND LEAVE TEE HOTEL IN

- U”{“ .‘«\ Q!HFB PHEOEE g-:; _ D |
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LOS ANGELES, AND FROM WHOM WAS THIS INFORMATION S
OSTRINZD; WHY DID THE POLICE NOT REPORT WEISFEILER'’S :
DISAPPEARANCE TO JUDICIAL AUTHORITIES; AND FINALLY,
WHY THZ CHILIAN EMBASSY IN WASEINGTON, D.C. RECEIVED
INFORMATION ABQOUT THE CASE FROM THE FORZIGN MINISTRY
CNLY AFTER THE EMBASSY MADE INQUIRIES. WEHEN NO
REPLY HAD BEEN RECEZIVED BY THE END OF 1988 TO OUR
NOTE EQ72 OF AUGUST, TAE EMBASSV SENT NOTE £1 QF
JLNUARY 6, 1987 REQUESTING A REPLY TO NOTE £072.
CON APRIL 1, 1387, THE MINISTRY RESLIED THAT INQUIRY EAD
SEEN MADE OF THE MINISTRY OF INTERIOR. INTERIOR HAD
REPORTED THAT "NEW INVESTIGATIONS CARRIED OUT IN REGARD
TC THIS CASE EAD SO FAR PROVEN FRUITLESS," BUT THAT
30TH CARABINEROS AND THE PLAINCLOTHES DETECTIVE POLICE
WERZ UNDER ORDER, IN THE CITY OF SAN CARLOS AS WELL AS
OTHER LOCALITIES OF THE REGION, TO REPORT ANY NEW
DEVELOPMENT THAT MIGHT HAVE A BEARING IN THE CASE. ON =2 =
APRIL 7,.1987, THE EMBASSY'S ASSISTANT ARMY ATTACHE .
MET WITH THE CARABINERO COLONEL IN CHARGE OF INVESTIGATIN
THE CASE_AND THE AMBASSADOR MET SEPARATELY WITH GENERAL : _
3IANGE., THE DIRECTOR OF THE CARARBINEROS. ON APRIL 13, @) -
ARABINERO GENERAL PORTILLA SENT THE ATTACHE AN OFFICIAL -
-ETTER WHICH ADDRESS THE SIX QUESTIONS POSED BY OUR
AUGUST, 1986 NOTE AND REITERATED BY THE ATTACHE.
%IS DOCUMENT PROVIDED NO NEW INFORMATION, BUT ADDED YET
ANOTEER LAYER OF DETAILS ABOUT THE CASE, SOME OF WHICH
CONTRADICTED THOSE PREVIOUSLY PROVIDED BY CHILEAN
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AUTHORITIES.
2. JUDICIAL AND INVESTIGATORY ASPECTS OF THE CASE: A

NUMBER OF AsPEETE‘GF“?EE‘?ETSFEILER CASE ARE PROBLEMATIC
THERE ARE ICTI POINTS BETWEEN' THE
OTFICIAL TESTIMONY OF DIFFERENT WITNESSES, AND WITH -
JNFORMATION OFFERED PRIVATELY TO CONOFFS. - SOME: IMPORTANT
AVENUES WERE NEVER EXPLORED IN THE INVE STTGATLOﬁ—""WﬁTEE .
THE GOC’'S EXPLANATION--PROBABLE DEATH EY DROWNING- - CANNOV
BE DISMISSED, IT IS CLEARLY ONLY ONE OF TEEZ POSSIBLE
FAPLANATIONS FOR THE DISAPPEARANCE OF PROFESSOR BORIS
WEISFEILER. THE MOST IMPORTANT CONTRADICTIONS IN THE  _
[NFORMATION GATHERED LIE IN THREE AREAS: ONE,.WHSTEER
oR NOT BORIS WEISFEILER ACTUALEY TRAVELLED TO LOS ANGELE -
SPENT THE NIGHT IN A HOTEL THERE; TWO, WHO SAW TEE -
TPRINTS, WHERE AND WHEIN; AND THREE, WHO INITIALLY
UND THE BACKPACK, WHERE WAS IT LOCATED, AND IN WHAT
coNDITION. THERE ARE A NUMBER OF LESS IMPORTANT AREAS
ZRE THZ INFORMATION IS ALSO CONTRADICTORY. .

, T RGN 1 Aty
lu i "'f”l"i i ONFIDENTIAL“% . Page:
jﬁu &t HER Y URGBRUULI L -




llB AS%LEU;“_;;-M‘-"Q

13. ALTHOUGH IT IS CLAIMED THAT BORIS WEISFEILER STAYED
HE EVENING IN A LOS ANGELZS HOTEL, THE TWO PERSONS

WHO PROVIDED REGISTRATION INFORMATION ON WEISFEILEZR WERE {
NOT ACTUALLY IN TEE HOTEL WHEN WEISFZILER REGISTERED, O
AND DO NOT CLAIM TO hAVE PERSONALLY SEEN HIM. TEE HEAD 7
COCK OF THE HOTEL, THE ONLY PERSON RIPORTED TO EAVE :

SEEN WEISFEILER AT TEE HOTEL, AND TO HAVE RESPONDED o
(IN ENGLISE) TO WEISFEILER'’S TRAVEL QUESTIONS - MIS-
IDENTIFIED HIM AS HAVING BLOND, RATHER THAN BLACK HAIR.

WHILE THE HOTEL ADMINISTRATORS STATED.THAT WEISFESILER 0
ID EIS H TSA CARD, RD OF. 7
SULd A CHARGE HAS EVER APPEARED ON WEISFEILER'S ACCOUNT. ‘
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i4. T?E TESTIMONY GIVEN BY SECOND SERGEANT COFRE ON

1 JANUARY, 1585 INDICATES THAT A SINGLE FOOTPRINT WAS -
FOUND ON TEE EAST BANK OF THE LOS SAUCES DURING-TEE - ST
INITIAL SEARCH CONDUCTED THE EVENING OF JANUARY 4, 1985 ..
IN INTERVIEWS, JOSE LOPEZ, INDICA TEA )
JANUARY 4, 1985 HE_SAW ?OQIPRZNTS WEICH HﬁﬂT TO T=EE
CABLEWAV AND THEN DOUBLED BACK TQHARD“IHZ_CQHELUENC_ OE

G RIVEZRS. EE WAS TUNASL

TC LOCRTV TEE FOOTPRINTS TEE WING DAY ANCTIER

—

SOURC“ TOLD CONOFFS THAT LOPEZ TOLD HIM THAT T ' ‘ -

SAW FOOTPRINTS BUT WAS PRESS

TIFY THAT EE DID. REDORTS FROM CARABINEROS STATEZ
‘}%LI'TE“FﬁprQTNT§“wER- ALSQ SZEN DURING THE MORZ

ENSIVE SEARCH CONDUCTZD BY CARARINEROS TEE DAY OF
YANUARY 5, 1985. THUS, ASIDE FROM THE CARABINEROS
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- 5000030
TNVESTIGATING THE CASE, IT IS NOT CLEAR THAT THERE IS
TNDEPENDENT CONFIRMATION OF TEE EXISTENCE OF THE
fOOTPRINTS.' ON THE OTHER HAND, NEITHER IS THERE ANY
LVIDENCE THAT WOULD SUGGEST OR CONFIRM THAT WEISFEILER
DID NOT LEAVE FOOTPRINTS SOMEWHERE ALONG THE NORTH BANK
OF THE RIVER, 1F _WE ARE TO BET,IEVE LOPEZ’'S TESTIMONY
“OSFIPENTRAL:! it i}
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“TEAT HE HELPED WEISFEILER CROSS THE RIVER TO THE NCORTH
ANK. _OF COURSE, EVEN IF FOOTPRINTS HAD BEEN PHOTOGRAPHED
AND MEASURED, WE EAVE NO WAY OF_KNOWING, IN THE ABSENCE

QF A BODY, WHETHER THEY MIGHT BE WEISFEILER'S.

$5._ FINALLY CONTRADICTIONS EXIST OVER WEO DISCOVERED
JEISFEILER'S BACKPACK. THE APRIL, 1987 CARABINEROS REPORT
GAYS TEZ. BACKPACK WAS DISCOVERED ON JANUARY 14, 1985

pv ONE ALADINO CONTRERAS, WHILE FISHING IN THE NUBLE

RIVER (ON WHICH BANK IS UNSTATED) . A SECOND ACCOUNT
STATES THAT THE PACK WAS FOUND ON THE NORTH BANK OF THE
RIVER NUBLE. THE CARABINERO REPORT OF JUNE, 1586 STATES
THAT A CARABINERO PATROL ENCOUNTERED THZ PACK DURING

A SEARCH ODERATION ON THE NORTH BANK ON JANUARY 15, 1985.

- gOME ACCOUNTS STATE THAT WEISFEILER’S PACK WAS CLOSED
1 T TE EN

AND Y WHEN FiIRST FOUND, Bk =k PACE
AND WET, OR PARTIALLY IN THE WATER, WITH ITS CONTENTS
STREWN ABOUT THE RIVER BANK. '

-

S WERE APPARENTLY NEVER

TSADP S0 FAR AS WE CAN TELL, J
MXDE TO VERIFY WEISFEILER’S PRESENCE IN LOS ANGELES WITH
SOURCES OUTSIDE OF -THE HOTEL, NOR TO CHECK WITE PARTIES
NHO MIGHT HAVE BEEN ABLE TO SHED LIGHT ON THE ROUTE
TAKEN BY WEISFEILER BETWEEN LOS ANGELES AND TEE UPPER
QEACHES OF THE NUBLE RIVER VALLEY. ASSISTANT ARMY
ATTACHE WAS TOLD BY CARABINEROS ON APRIL, 1987 THAT
WSISFEILER TOOK A BUS FROM LOS ANGELES TOWARD THE NUBLE

VALLEY, HOWEVER. SECONDLY, ALTHOUGH JOSE LOPEZ STATED
JN COURT TESTIMONY THAT A SECOND PERSON FROM THE AREA
SDENT THE EVENING OF JANUARY 3, 1885 WITH EIMSELF AND
WZISFEILER, THIS PERSON WAS NEVER INTSRVIEWED ABOUT THE
JONFIDENTIRL' & i} .-
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IN THE AREA ON THE PRESUMED DATE OF WEISFEILER'S )
DISAPPEARANCE. ~ FINALLY, THERE ARE A NUMSER OF INDICATIOAS -
THAT BOTH JOSE AND LUI WERE UND'ER‘_CON TTETAE e

PRESSURE FROM THE TNEROS TO CONFTEH Su3 CFirTEL
STOR: Q MIJAMIZE INDEPENDINT WITH CONSULAR™ MJ}\Q 9

0 . THE WAS INITIALLY

ZECEL T TO ADDROACHES FROM CONSULAR_OFF CEgs, AND IN '&

SACT TO TH= CONSULATE AFTER ¢ QY

- '~ SHORTLY THERER "'I‘_.R

HOWEVER, o . ) ABRUPTLY w N

THE CONSUI..A‘I“" A CONQFF WA‘S “TOLD THROUGH AN IN’I'ER- A
EDIARY THAT I " wpﬁ’

iN CONTACT SY. THISH HAD

PREVIOUSLY BEEN HIGHLY CRITICAL-OF THE CARABTNZROS' :

HANDLING Or THE CASE, AND INTIMATED T il
FEELING E I WERE INVOLVED IN WEISFEILER’ -2 o

DISAPPEARANCE A SECOND LOCAL SOQOURCE INTERVIEWED

ICE-ABOUT THE CASE STATED THAT THERE WAS A HEAVY - _ g
MILITARY PRESENCE IN THE AREA DURING THE M S OF : / N o
DECEMBER, 1985 AND JANUARY, 1986, m TE - j wWal o,
SAD INTIMATED TQ HIM TEAT K DECTED MILITS LAt

; AT THEZ SAME
IME, THIS.SOURCE DISCOUNTED 'rf-zv ‘POSSIBILITY OF COLONIA D —
DIGNIDAD’ S INVOLVEMENT. AN ARTICLE ON THE CASE WHICH
\PPEARED IN THE CHILEAN MAGAZINE "ANALISIS" ALLEGES THAT
A RELIASLE SOURCE TOLD THEM THAT "WHEN PROFESSOR -
WEISFEILER ATTEMPTED TO USE THE CABLEWAY HE WAS FORCED
TO GIVE UP BY A GROUP OF SOLDIERS, WHO ADVISED HIM NOT

TO CONTINUE ADVANCING."
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17. THUS, NO SATISFACTORY ANSWER EAS YET BEEN GIVEN TO

THE QUESTION OF JHy AN EXPERIENCED BACKPACKER SUCH AS.

WEISFEILER WOULS ATTEMPT A RIVER CROSSING IN AN

OBVIOUSLY DANGEROUS PLACE WHEN HE APPARENTLY HAD BEEN \ |
TOLD OF A CABLEWAY'S EXISTENCE BY JOSE LOPEZ. NEITHEIR S0 bﬁga % 110
IS IT CLEAR HOW WEISFEILER COULD AVE PASSED TEZ E T N \
ROBLE CARABINEROS STATION, AS WELL AS THE AREA AROUND ™ e VST
TEE CABLEWAY, WHICH IS IN C E & X

GWNED BY A 10 TSIDENT NAMED MARCIR T WITHOU (¥

7 e TRVED TTHER DARTY. — AN

18. DURING MARCHE lSBS,E: . ‘e
' PREPARED AN [NUKPENDENT DOCUMENT FOR

THE EMBASSY WHI ALYZED THE CASE LINDICATED NS
SEVERAL POSSIBLE COURSES OF ACTIONJ[" ZCONSIDER )
FIVE -POSSIBLE EXPLANATIONS FOR THE DYSAPPE Z OF BORI

VEISFEILER: VOQLUNTARY DISAPPEARANCE, KIDNAPPING, SUICIDE

JROWNING AND HOMICIDE. HE CONCLUDED THAT VOLUNTARY ;o
JISAPPEARANCE, SUICIDE AND KIDNAPPING WERE UNLIKELY, THE . =
ATTER BECAUSE OF THE APPEARANCE OF WEISFEILER'S PACK.

THILE NOT DISCOUNTING DROWNING AS A POSSIBRILITY, '

:ONFIpEm¢§ﬁ§§FET?%
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= . !STATED THAT IT WAS DIFFICULT TO SQUARE THIS
FXPLANAT WITH WEISFEILER’S BACK COUNTRY EXPERTISE,

HIS APPARENT KNOWLEZDGE OF THE CABLEWAY, AND THE FACT THAT
HIS BODY HAS NEVER BEEN RECOVERED. (THE CARABINEROS
CLAIM THERE ARE NUMEROUS UNDE TER CAVES IN WHICH THE

RODY COULD HAVE BEEN LODGED. " JANALYSIS AND
LOCAL SOURCES, H INDICATED THAT IT IS RARE THAT.

BODIES OR PARTS OF BODIES DROWNED IN THE RIVER EAVE NOT

QFSURFACED WITHIN THREE WEEKS.) AFTER DISCARDING ~
QOBBERY-RELATED HOMICIDE AS NOT CREDIRLE BEGAUSE OF .THE. =
D.EAPPEARANCE OF THE PACK (ALTHOUGE NOT OF THE U.S.

AURRENCY) , TO ITY TEA -
WEISEEILER WAS KILL £ _BY CARASTNERQS.

His CONCLUSION WAS AS FOLLOWS: "THIS IS THE ONLY

CPSLANATION WHICH TAXES ACCOWT-AT THE SAME TIME OF TEE

DYSAPPEARANCE Of, THE CADAVER AND THE DISCOVERY OF THE -
L PACK...THE PACK AND ITS CONTENTS HAVING BEEN ' _
ACED IN THE LOCATION WHERE THEY WERE FOUND IN ORDER . oo -

FEIGN AN ACCIDENTAL DEATH." AT THE TIME EE PREPARED

CH(S MEMORANDUM, § YAS NOT IN

POSSESSION OF THE INFORMATION CONCERNING THE APPARENT

/MIENSIVE MILITARY PRESENCE IN THE AREA DURE?%J?HE'TIME
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